China and Chinese Bishops
had wives and families, and though they themselves had
stayed two or three days after their families, they felt it
was essential to go when warned to do so,
It seemed to me, as I sat and drank and ate with the
Catholic missioners, that they had quite a different idea.
In this town, many miles from anywhere, the Protestant
missioners were doing their work just as hard as the
Catholics; but they felt they had families to bring up and
a future to consider, they had to send their children home,
and must eventually themselves return to England or
America as the case might be and settle down; whereas
none of the Catholic missioners, though they seemed to
enjoy a much better table than the Protestants, and to be
quite willing both to smoke and to drink, had any inten-
tion of ever returning to the western world again: they
had given up their whole lives to China. I asked an old
priest had he never been ill and what did he do for a
doctor, to which he replied: "Thank God there is no
doctor here; if there had been. I would never have been
alive."
In the hills near-by was a seminary for Chinese priests,
and they again had waited until the Communists came.
At the head of them was an old Frenchman, who had had
to return to France in order to get more money for the
Mission. He went to his home in Lille, which he had not
visited since 1906, and finding the whole town demolished
by the Germans and finally restored, he assured me he
could see no difference between the Communist bandits of
China, and the western nations when they decided to
fight each other,
Some people have wondered whether it is possible to
allow these Chinese priests and bishops to carry on a